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(C) an assessment of the impact of the nat-
ural gas leak on health, safety, the environ-
ment, and the economy of the residents and
property surrounding Aliso Canyon, on
wholesale and retail electricity prices, and
on the reliability of the bulk-power system;

(D) an analysis of how Federal, State, and
local agencies responded to the natural gas
leak;

(E) in order to lessen the negative impacts
of natural gas leaks from underground stor-
age facilities, recommendations on how to
improve—

(i) the response to a future leak; and

(ii) coordination between all appropriate
Federal, State, and local agencies in the re-
sponse to the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak
and future natural gas leaks;

(F) an analysis of the potential for a simi-
lar natural gas leak to occur at other under-
ground natural gas storage facilities in the
United States;

(G) recommendations on how to prevent
any future natural gas leaks;

(H) recommendations on whether to con-
tinue operations at Aliso Canyon and other
underground storage facilities in close prox-
imity to residential populations based on an
assessment of the risk of a future natural
gas leak; and

(I) a recommendation on information that
is not currently collected but that would be
in the public interest to collect and dis-
tribute to agencies and institutions for the
continued study and monitoring of natural
gas storage infrastructure in the United
States.

(3) PUBLICATION.—The final report under
paragraph (1) shall be made available to the
public in an electronically accessible format.

(4) FINDINGS.—If, before the final report is
submitted under paragraph (1), the task
force finds methods to solve the natural gas
leak at Aliso Canyon, finds methods to bet-
ter protect the affected communities, or
finds methods to help prevent other leaks,
the task force shall immediately submit
such findings to the entities described in
subparagraphs (A) through (J) of paragraph
D).

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section such sums as may be
necessary.

————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on March 3, 2016, at 9:30 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND

TRANSPORTATION

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
March 3, 2016, at 10 a.m., in room SR~
253 of the Russell Senate Office Build-
ing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
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sources be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on March 3,
2016, at 9:45 a.m., in room SD-366 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on March 3, 2016, at 10 a.m., in room
SD-215 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building, to conduct a hearing entitled
“Free Trade Agreement Implementa-
tion: Lessons from the Past.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on March 3, 2016, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing entitled ‘“The Path
Forward in Libya.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on March 3, 2016, at 10 a.m., to conduct
a hearing entitled ‘“‘Dogs of DHS: How
Canine Programs Contribute to Home-
land Security.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship be authorized to meet dur-
ing the session of the Senate on March
3, 2016, at 10 a.m., in room 428A of the
Russell Senate Office Building to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘“The Impacts
of Federal Fisheries Management on
Small Businesses.”’
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on March 3, 2016, at 10 a.m., in
room 345 of the Cannon House Office
Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on March 3, 2016, at 2 p.m., in
room SH-219 of the Hart Senate Office
Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON SECURITIES, INSURANCE, AND
INVESTMENT
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
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mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs Subcommittee on Secu-
rities, Insurance, and Investment be
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on March 3, 2016, to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘Regulatory
Reforms To Improve Equity Market
Structure.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SAFE PIPES ACT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 370, S. 2276.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 2276) to amend title 49, United
States Code, to provide enhanced safety in
pipeline transportation, and for other pur-
poses.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation, with an amendment to strike
all after the enacting clause and insert
in lieu thereof the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; REFERENCES; TABLE
OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE—This Act may be cited as
the ‘‘Securing America’s Future Energy: Pro-
tecting our Infrastructure of Pipelines and En-
hancing Safety Act” or the “SAFE PIPES Act”.

(b) REFERENCES TO TITLE 49, UNITED STATES
CODE.—Except as otherwise expressly provided,
wherever in this Act an amendment or repeal is
expressed in terms of an amendment to, or re-
peal of, a section or other provision, the ref-
erence shall be considered to be made to a sec-
tion or other provision of title 49, United States
Code.

(c) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents of this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; references; table of contents.

Sec. 2. Authorization of appropriations.

Sec. 3. Regulatory updates.

Sec. 4. Hazardous materials identification num-
bers.

Sec. 5. Statutory preference.

Sec. 6. Natural gas integrity management re-
view.

Sec. 7. Hazardous liquid integrity management
review.

Sec. 8. Technical safety standards committees.

Sec. 9. Inspection report information.

Sec. 10. Pipeline odorization study.

Sec. 11. Improving damage prevention tech-
nology.

Sec. 12. Workforce of Pipeline and Hazardous
Materials Safety Administration.

Sec. 13. Research and development.

Sec. 14. Information sharing system.

Sec. 15. Nationwide integrated pipeline safety
regulatory database.

Sec. 16. Underground natural gas storage facili-
ties.

Sec. 17. Joint inspection and oversight.

Sec. 18. Response plans.

Sec. 19. High consequence areas.

Sec. 20. Surface transportation security review.

Sec. 21. Small scale liquefied natural gas facili-
ties.

Sec. 22. Report on natural gas leak reporting.

Sec. 23. Comptroller General review of State
policies relating to natural gas
leaks.

Sec. 24. Provision of pipeline o0il spill response
plans to congressional committees.

Sec. 25. Consultation with FERC as part of pre-

filing procedures and permitting
process for new natural gas pipe-
line infrastructure.
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